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Milestones

1985–1988 

Internal Cognis research finds naturally derived esters to be the most suitable as base fluids for use in drilling muds. 

1988

Cognis and Baroid a Halliburton company apply for patents on various ester drilling fluid systems.  

1990

The first trial of ester-based drilling fluid in Norwegian waters is a technical and economic success. Since then, several hundred of wells have been drilled worldwide, using ester-based systems.

1990–1997

Ester fluids are introduced in North America and Africa. The first drillings with naturally-derived drilling fluids also take place in the Asia-Pacific region (Borneo and Australia).

1999

New low-viscosity esters are used in the Gulf of Mexico, especially for exploration in deep water.

2000–2002

EPA and industry sediment toxicity and biodegradation laboratory studies show that both vegetable esters and low-viscosity esters exhibit an environmental performance superior to that of all other synthetic-based fluids (SBF). These facts are reflected in the new NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) General Permit.

Cognis Deutschland GmbH & Co. KG · Henkelstraße 67 · D-40551 Düsseldorf · Germany


